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countries, neither of which could do without the other. Flanders
and Brabant, the market-place of Etgrope, were necessary to the
English merchants for the sale of their wares ; without England's
wool the Flemish looms lay idle and the people starved. But
Margaret, Dowager Duchess of Burgundy, sister of Edward IV,
was a persistent Yorkist and the centre of every plot to drive
Henry from his throne. Commercial retaliation was resorted
to in hope of inducing Maximilian to restrain the activities of
his mother-in-law, and the English merchants suffered almost
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as much as the Flemish. The former were withdrawn from
Antwerp, the latter expelled from England. For two years
trade between the two countries ceased, but in 1496 a treaty of
peace was signed which was known in later times as the INTER-
CURSUS MAGNUS. By this Philip of Flanders, Maximilian's son,
who had now entered on his Burgundian inheritance, agreed to
a restoration of all rights to English merchants such as they had
possessed for fifty years, and Henry allowed them to return to
Antwerp. Mutual and equal rights were conceded in each
country to the merchants of the other, and neither prince was
to shelter the other's rebellious subjects. If Margaret persisted
in her support of the Yorkist cause, her grandson undertook to